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Expectations of Trust

To the best of his/her ability, the DS will com-
municate full and accurate information about the
parish to the pastor ... and about the pastor to
the parish.

The pastor being considered for a new appoint-
ment should limit consultation about the ap-
pointment to the DS, immediate family mem-
bers, and others agreed upon by the DS.

It is important to maintain the order of “who
know what when". There should be no conver-
sations between the proposed pastor and the
current pastor or others in that congregation
before appropriate notifications are agreed upon
with the DS.

The outgoing pastor will support and affirm the
incoming pastor, arrange for conversation to
share pertinent pastoral information that will
facilitate the transition, and remind the congre-
gation that he/she will not return to the parish or
community for pastoral service.

The outgoing pastor will publicly acknowledge
having accepted the new appointment.

A congregation’s ministry is a continuing jour-
ney of faith. The new pastor will treat the
predecessor's work and memory honorably.
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| West Ohio

United Methodist Conference

Clergy Appointment

Process

Prepared by the Cabinet 1994
Revised September 1, 2001
Revised April 1, 2010

West Ohio Conference
32 Wesley Boulevard
Waorthington, Ohio 43085
Telephone: 614.844.6200
Toll Free: 800.437.0028
Fax: 614.781.2642
Web Site: www.westohioumc.org
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