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“The Shack 2”    ‘World Hurt: How Can You Justify This?’    
 
Romans 3:21-22  But now apart from the law the righteousness of 
God has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets 
testify.  (22)  This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus 
Christ to all who believe. There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, 
 
 
Welcome to week 2 of our teaching series, The SHACK, from the 2008 NY Times #1 best seller 
by William Young.  Last week we talked about the Great Sadness and how Mack, the main 
character in the book, had the greatest loss of his life - his young daughter.  We used the 
Scripture from Psalm 22 to learn how to trust God when tragedies happen.  Let me ask you, are 
you questioning the power and love of God or are you standing on the promises of God’s love?   
 
You might want to consider joining a small group of colleagues to discuss so to have a deeper 
discussion on the ways God is revealed to us.  Or, take this information to your church and 
engage your church in studying this so they too can get their big questions answered and draw 
closer to Jesus.   
 
Let’s remember that The SHACK is not the Bible; it’s not a true story, it is fiction, a novel, an 
allegory that at best helps us see what God may be like or how God might come to us.  But even 
though it is fiction it does help us deal with some very real emotional issues and questions.   
 
 
The question for today is how can anyone, even God, justify all the tragedies of the world.  How 
can God put up with, seem not to notice all the abuse, overuse, greed, neglect, abandonment, 
genocide, drugs, racism, corruption of power, killings - the list never ends.  God is so powerful, 
why doesn’t God do something about all the evil of this world?   
 
My question is why doesn’t God just zap some people?  You know God is all about zapping 
people - the electric finger of God.  Zzzzz-ap.  A couple of weeks ago I stopped at a yard sale 
and saw one of those old electric mosquito zappers for $2.  Those nasty little blood suckers fly in 
there and zzzzz-ap!  Don’t we love that sound – Zzzzz-ap!  Isn’t that what we want God to do to 
the child molester, to the guy who scams the retiree, the rapist, the mass murderer, the corrupt, 
the evil?  Hmmm… if God zapped… if God came and zapped all the evil of this world… those 
who cause injustices, pain to others, those that have excused evil, allowed evil, wrong-doings, 
abuse, neglect, abandonment…  So, why doesn’t He?  And if God did, would we remain after the 
zzzzz-ap-ing? 
 
There is a part of the book (page 120) when Papa (God) is commenting on some modern music 
and says, ‘I am especially fond of that musician.’  Mack says, ‘you seem especially fond of a lot 
of people.  Are there any you are not especially fond of?’  She (God) lifted her head and rolled 
her eyes as if she were mentally going through the catalog of every being, every creature.  
“Nope, I haven’t been able to find any.  Guess that’s jes the way I is.” 
 
Isn’t that an interesting idea – that God is especially fond of everyone?   What a difference that 
could make if more people knew God is especially fond of them!   I think you should try 
practicing that.  Later on, the person in the lunch line at Chipoltle -  you just turn and say, 
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‘God is especially fond of you!’  Doesn’t that feel great!  God is especially fond of you!  See 
if you can tell 4 people a day, for the next 7 days, God is especially fond of them. 
 
Then Mack says, ‘Do you ever get mad at any of them?’  ‘Sho ‘nuff!’ said God. ‘What parent 
doesn’t?  There is a lot to be mad about in the mess my kids have made and in the mess they’re 
in. I don’t like a lot of the choices they make, but that anger – especially for me – is an 
expression of love all the same.  I love the ones I’m angry with just as much as those I’m not.’  
‘But’ Mack paused.  ‘What about your wrath?  It seems to me that if you’re going to pretend to 
be God Almighty, you need to be a lot angrier.’   In other words, if You’re not running around 
zapping people you don’t really fit the bill.   
 
Then Papa said, ‘But Mack, I am who I am.  The only one pretending here is you.  I am not 
trying to fit anyone’s bill.’ 
 
Mack responds: ‘But if you are God, aren’t you the One spilling out great bowls of wrath and 
throwing people into a burning lake of fire?’  Mack could feel his deep anger emerging again, 
pushing out the questions in front of it, and he was a little chagrined at his own lack of self-
control.  But he asked anyway, ‘Honestly, don’t you enjoy punishing those who disappoint you?’ 
 
At that Papa stopped her preparations and turned toward Mack.  He could see a deep sadness in 
her eyes. ‘I am not who you think I am. I don’t need to punish people for sin.  Sin is its own 
punishment, devouring us from the inside. It’s not My purpose to punish it; it’s My joy to cure it.’ 
          (Pgs 121-122)  
 
Turn with me to the book of Romans and as you do, remember the question – If God started 
zapping people, would we remain after the zzzzzapp-ing?   
 
Look with me at Romans 3:  23Since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24they are 
now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God 
put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show 
his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously 
committed; 26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies 
the one who has faith in Jesus. 
 
The word justify means ‘to make right’.  There are two types of justification; human and  
Godly.  Human justification is where we try to justify our actions.  I was late because - I 
overslept; ran out of gas.  I lied because - I was afraid.  I cheated because - I was selfish or knew 
I was going to fail.  While all those reasons may be true, we are still late, liars and cheaters.  This 
is what verse 23 means when it says, ‘All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.’  
Romans 6:23 says, ‘The wages of sin is death.’  Since All means all - you and me, and since the 
wages of sin is death, that means the wages for everybody, all the late people, all the liars, and 
cheaters all the everything else’s’, all of us - won’t survive the zzzzzapp-ing.  Not one of us, not 
on our own, not by ourselves.  Nothing we can say, nothing we can do will justify our mistakes.  
Human justification does not justify. 
 
The 2nd meaning of justify is what God has done in Jesus Christ for us.  Romans 3 
continues:  21But now God has shown us a way to be made right with him without keeping the 
requirements of the law, as was promised in the writings of Moses and the prophets long ago. 
22We are made right with God by placing our faith in Jesus Christ. And this is true for everyone 
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who believes, no matter who we are.  23All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. 24Yet 
God with undeserved kindness declares that we are righteous. He did this through Christ Jesus 
when he freed us from the penalty for our sins. 
 
So the penalty for our sins is death, eternity without God… but as the scripture says, yet God, 
who is especially fond of all of us, regardless of who we are, no matter what we have done, God 
with undeserved kindness, declares that we are righteous… blameless, forgiven.  God did this 
through Christ Jesus who when He died on the Cross forgave us. 
 
Some say this is not justice.  What about the pedophile who kidnapped and killed that precious 
little girl in Michigan?  What about the serial killers, what about the person who destroyed my 
marriage, what about those terrorists who wage war on the innocent?  God is especially fond of 
them, God loves them, God justifies them?  This is tough stuff.  Yet, God refuses to justify His 
actions because His actions are always right.  Pain, evil, murder, abuse, devastation are not 
God’s actions; God’s actions of undeserved kindness and love are always right.  
 
So, we no longer have to pay for our sins?  Nobody has to pay for their sin?   Great for us not 
paying for our sins… but how does this justify all the wrong doings, the evil, the neglect?  So, 
there are no more penalties?  I still want penalties….at least for the bad people! 
 
Don’t we all do this?  We believe we are the only ones who know what is best for our lives and 
the world.  We think only ‘I’ know what is best for my life…only we know best on how to run 
our country, the world.  Only we know what is best for our children.  Only we know best how a 
murderer should be punished.  Only we know best how to penalize those who we mark as evil in 
this world.  We have preconceived notions, so we struggle with justification, God making a 
sinner righteous…it is out of our box.   
 
Mack was not settled in his conversation with God.  Mack was really having a difficult time 
believing God doesn’t find pleasure in punishing those who disappoint Him.  And can’t we also 
understand Mack’s struggle…  don’t we find pleasure when the enemy gets caught?   When that 
jerk co-worker is caught in a lie…  when the judge doesn’t side with our ex?  When the police 
catch the criminal?  When we see evil get punished…  when the bad guy gets what is coming to 
him don’t we find pleasure?  So surely God must find pleasure in punishing those who 
disappoint Him?    
 
God is justifiably angry at sinners.  We have rebelled against God and cut ourselves off from the 
life source, our life source in God.  Yet God declares we are right in His sight, God was looking 
ahead…he is fair and just.   So, sinners…all sinners…can be made right with God?  How do you 
feel about that?  For me personally great…but the other dude, the one on the most wanted…the 
one who … not so much.   
 
Stop here; this is where it gets tough to swallow.  Here is the question I am asked by so many… 
Christians and non-Christians alike.  How can we believe that everything that happens; good, 
bad, beautiful and tragic has occurred exactly according to God’s purpose?  How can this be a 
part of the plan?  Whatever the plan may be?  Listen to Mack’s struggle (Page 127). 
 
Mack responds, “How can you say that with all the pain in this world, all the wars and disasters 
that destroy thousands?  And what is the value in a little girl being murdered by some twisted 
deviant?  You many not cause those things, but you certainly don’t stop them.” 
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Papa begins to answer, “I am not evil.  You are the ones who embrace fear and pain and power 
and rights so readily in your relationship.  But your choices are also not stronger than my 
purposes, and I will use every choice you make for the ultimate good and the most loving 
outcome.”   
 
Mack screams out, “But the cost!  Look at the cost – all the pain, all the suffering, everything 
that is so terrible and evil. Is it worth it?” 
 
And the response is clear… Yes!  Tough to swallow isn’t it?  Yes the cost is worth it.   
 
Mack continues.  “But how can you say that?  It all sounds like the end justifies the means, that 
to get what you want you will go to any length, even if it cost the lives of billions of people.” 
 
Take all your pain, all your questions, all your struggles, failures, loss and thrust it into one 
conversation with God… wouldn’t this be our conversation?  Even if it cost, causes, brings pain 
to billions, it would still happen, how can You allow this God? 
 
Papa then talked to Mack about his incomplete picture that we here on earth only see a portion of 
the picture… turn the binoculars backwards and then look through the lens… just a pin hole, 
that’s what we see.  We see pain and death as evil… we judge God’s actions or what is seen as 
inaction as unkind.  
  
The chapter ends with this Mack says, “I just can’t imagine any final outcome that would justify 
all this.” This being the death, the murder of his daughter.  Mackenzie.  Papa said “We’re not 
justifying it.  We are redeeming it.”  (Page 127). 
 
Hmmmm… We’re not justifying what happened to your daughter, We are not justifying your 
loss, your pain… We are redeeming it.  Completely delivering peoples’ sin… paying their debt 
in full. 
 
 
How does this sit with you?  Does this settle it for you?  Does it by chance make you angry?  
That guy that murdered 20 people and on death row…after living an evil life, asks Jesus into his 
heart and he’s forgiven.  How does this sit with you?  God says, ‘We’re not justifying it… We 
are redeeming it.’  But do we want those people redeemed, their debt paid in full?  
 
I just can’t imagine any final outcome that would justify all this…all this hatred, this evil, this 
bigotry, this injustice, this greed, corruption, this battle ground I am living… how can any of this 
be justified?  It is not justified, it is redeemed.  
 
He did this through Christ Jesus when he freed us from the penalty for our sins.   There is the 
redemption… Christ Jesus freed us from the penalty…the eternal penalty for our sins.   
 
Read with me the end of Romans chapter 3:  25 For God presented Jesus as the sacrifice for sin.  
Listen to this next portion of scripture...  People are made right with God when they believe that 
Jesus sacrificed his life, shedding his blood. This sacrifice shows that God was being fair when 
he held back and did not punish those who sinned in times past, 26for he was looking ahead and 
including them in what he would do in this present time. God did this to demonstrate his 
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righteousness, for he himself is fair and just, and he declares sinners to be right in his sight when 
they believe in Jesus.  God declares…. sinners… “good” sinners…. “bad” sinners…. “evil” 
sinners…God declares sinners to be right in His sight when they believe.  And God’s cost?  His 
only Son on the Cross; God taking on all the pain and sin of a whole world. Why?  To justify the 
world, to make the world right.  
 
Continue with me:  27Can we boast, then, that we have done anything to be accepted by God? 
No, because our acquittal is not based on obeying the law. It is based on faith.28 So we are made 
right with God through faith and not by obeying the law.  29 After all, is God the God of the Jews 
only? Isn't he also the God of the Gentiles? Of course he is. 30 There is only one God, and he 
makes people right with himself only by faith, whether they are Jews or Gentiles. 31 Well then, if 
we emphasize faith, does this mean that we can forget about the law? Of course not! In fact, only 
when we have faith do we truly fulfill the law.  
 
 
The law is our guide; it is a standard we are to follow and abide by.  Some deliberately defy the 
law, some inadvertently break the law, some aren’t even aware there was a law to be broken.   
Here on earth there are punishments for poor choices, there are punishment for breaking the law 
and sometimes the punishments are severe, extreme.  But we are to live within the law…but with 
any and all laws, we fall short.  We break the law… - but Scot my speeding is not as bad as rape, 
murder, abuse.  Yes, in your eyes (remember our view is so small)… but for God a sin is a sin… 
and we all fall short because of all our sins.  It is only God who can redeem us and this 
redemption must be / is available for everyone.  We may be punished here on earth, remember 
the Scripture, there is penalty for our sins…  but with God there is the gift of redemption or what 
we call grace.   
 
Most of us, at least us guys, like watching the NBA championship series – The Cavs vs. the San 
Francisco Warriors.   LeBron James against Steph Currey and all the greats.  The truth is it’s all 
pretty equal. Victory comes down to who’s hot and who’s cold and who makes the least or 
greatest mistakes.  It is the same with us.  We are all pretty equal.  We are all equally loved; God 
is especially fond of all of us.  Yet, we are all hot and cold at times.  We all make mistakes and 
cannot justify them.  But Jesus can and Jesus has.  His most costly death has made us right with 
God.  All of us, all who believe in Christ, can win the greatest game, the game of life in eternity.  
And we can share how Jesus can do it for others as well. 
 


