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“The Shack 3”   ‘God’s Garden - My Heart’    
 
Matthew 13:24-25   Jesus told them another parable: "The 
kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his 
field.  (25)  But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and 
sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away.  (26)  When the wheat sprouted and formed 
heads, then the weeds also appeared.  (27)  "The owner's servants came to him and said, 'Sir, 
didn't you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come from?' 
 
  
Welcome to week 3 of our teaching series, The SHACK, Wm. P.Young’s number one best seller.    
Week 1 we talked about The Great Sadness and how the main character, Mack, had the greatest 
loss any father could have – the murder of his little girl.  But we learned from Psalm 22 that 
Jesus understands our pain and our loss because He went through it on the Cross - and God is 
never far from us; but always there to love, heal and provide.  Last week we talked about how 
God does not cause the tragedies of the world; Romans chapter 3 tells us how God comes to 
redeem the world and make the world just and right again.  And remember, God is especially 
fond of you?   
 
A friend of mine emailed me and told me she had shared The Shack with a friend having a 
difficult time. She said, ‘We read The SHACK during that week.  When she was done, the piece 
"I am especially fond of you" really stuck with her. So, I designed that saying in beautiful 
painted letters and installed it in her office!  It reminds her everyday how special she is!’ 
 
How did it go with you telling those 28 people that God is especially fond of them? What would 
happen if they told 28 people and they told 28 people?  My, how the world would change.    
 
Today will be different -  Go with me, in your mind’s eye, to a beautiful garden.  Maybe one you 
saw on vacation, or will see later this summer.  A garden at a metro park, a past president’s 
mansion, a water garden, a conservatory.  All of that was created by the Holy Spirit working 
through human minds and hands for your enjoyment.    
 
In the book, Sarayu, the Holy Spirit, and Mack take a walk.  (Page 132f): 
As he rounded the trees, he saw for the first time a magnificent garden and orchard somehow 
contained within a plot of land hardly larger than an acre. For whatever reason, Mack had 
expected a perfectly manicured and ordered English garden. This was not that!  It was chaos in 
color. His eyes tried unsuccessfully to find some order in this blatant disregard for certainty. 
Dazzling sprays of flowers were blasted through patches of randomly planted vegetables and 
herbs, vegetation the likes of which Mack had never seen. It was confusing, stunning, and 
incredibly beautiful.   
 
The Bible tells us that in the beginning God created a beautiful garden for people.   
Genesis 2:8-9 says, 8The Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east; and there he put the 
man whom he had formed.  9Out of the ground the Lord God made to grow every tree that is 
pleasant to the sight and good for food, the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  Notice in all the beauty there are two trees present - one 
the Tree of Life, the other the Tree of Choice; good and evil. 
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Why do we make bad decisions, why does evil flourish?  Why does God’s garden called Earth 
get ugly sometimes?  Because we have the power to make choices.  God is not a dictator.  Love 
is not forcing someone to love you.  Love is giving someone the freedom to love and express 
love.   
 
Do you remember Jesus’ parable of the sower?  A farmer sowed seed and some fell on the hard 
path and was immediately eaten by the birds.  That’s the example of a hard heart and closed 
mind; God’s Word can’t penetrate.  Some seed fell amongst the rocks and started to grow rapidly 
but then withered and died.  God’s Word is not given enough time or space to put down any 
roots in one’s life so it dies out.   Some seed fell amongst the weeds and the weeds choked out 
the good plants.  The bad overwhelmed the good and evil got its way.  (Matthew 13).  
 
Our choices determine the kind of soil we will be. The seed is perfect, it is God’s. The planter is 
Jesus who comes and wishes to make a home in the soil of our hearts. Our choices determine 
what happens to God’s Word-seed.  The less godly choice, the more weeds, the less fruit, the less 
harvest for God.   
 
And why doesn’t God just root out all the evil?  The disciples who were persecuted and saw 
loved ones die tragic deaths asked the same question. Jesus taught them another parable:   
 
24“The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field; 25but 
while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went 
away.  26So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well.  27And the 
slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your 
field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’  28He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The 
slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’  29But he replied, ‘No; for in 
gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them.  30Let both of them grow 
together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and 
bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn’”  
In this story Jesus is the one who sows good seed.  The one who sows evil is the Evil One. But at 
the end of time angels will come and harvest the good and burn the evil with fire. (Matthew 13:24–
30). 
 
While they are in the garden Sarayu (representing the Holy Spirit) hands Mack a shovel, rake, 
scythe, and pair of gloves and floated out and down a particularly overgrown path that seemed to 
go in the general direction of the far end of the garden.   “Mackenzie.” She pointed directly at the 
incredible purple and yellow patch. “I would like your help clearing this entire plot of ground. 
There is something very special that I want to plant here tomorrow, and we need to get it ready.” 
She looked at Mack and reached for the scythe. 
 
As they work, Sarayu and Mack have a discussion about why good and evil exist together.   She 
says, “We created everything that actually exists, including what you consider the bad stuff.  But 
when I created it, it was only good, because that is just the way I am.”  She seemed to almost 
billow into a curtsy before resuming her task. 
 
“But,” Mack continued, not satisfied, “then why has so much of the ‘good’ gone ‘bad’?” 
Now Sarayu paused before answering. “You humans, see so little in your own eyes. You are 
truly blind to your own place in the creation. Having chosen the ravaged path of independence, 
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you don’t even comprehend that you are dragging the entire creation along with you.” She shook 
her head and the wind sighed through the trees nearby. “So very sad, but it won’t be this way 
forever.”  They then shook the dirt from the roots and threw them onto one of the piles that Mack 
had earlier raked together.  “I’ll burn those later.”  
 
“Indeed!” The choice to eat of that tree tore the universe apart, divorcing the spiritual from the 
physical. They died, expelling in the breath of their choice the very breath of God. I would say 
that is a problem!”  
 
Hmmm – so God doesn’t root out the weeds; doesn’t get rid of evil people?  No, God waits until 
the end of the world and then judgment.  But in the mean time, the Holy Spirit does come to 
convict us, challenge us, encourage us, help us make the best decisions so we can move away 
from evil and grow and produce an abundant harvest for God.  
 
So, we have choices to make.  2 trees in the garden, remember?  The Tree of Life and the tree of 
good and evil. Who do we follow; what do we decide? The outcome of our choices is the fruit of 
our lives and the harvest God brings.   
 
Galatians 5:16-22 says, 16Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the 
flesh.  17For what the flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed 
to the flesh; for these are opposed to each other, to prevent you from doing what you 
want.   19Now the works of the flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity, licentiousness, 20idolatry, 
sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, 21envy, drunkenness, 
carousing, and things like these. I am warning you, as I warned you before: those who do such 
things will not inherit the kingdom of God.  So, a tree is known by its’ fruit.   
Paul continues: 22By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
generosity, faithfulness, 23gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such 
things.  24And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and 
desires. The choices we make show who we are by the fruit we produce.  
 
So, we choose – life or death, blessing or evil.  But we also choose if we will allow the Holy 
Spirit to come and help us, to root out the evil and bad, and replant the good, the wholesome, the 
love and grace which produces good fruit for the Kingdom.  Some seed fell in fertile soil and 
returned a harvest of 30, 60, 100 fold. 
 
At the end, Mack looks at the pile of weeds and brush that had disfigured the garden.  He says, 
‘What a mess this is.  Even though it seems like lots of work still needs to be done, I feel 
strangely at home and comfortable here.’  It is here, Sarayu, the Holy Spirit, stepped toward him 
until she had invaded his personal space and said, “And well you should, Mackenzie, because 
this garden is your soul. This mess is you! Together, you and I, we have been working with a 
purpose in your heart. And it is wild and beautiful and perfectly in process. To you it seems like 
a mess, but I see a perfect pattern emerging and growing and alive.”   
 
What does this mean?  When you allow Him, the Holy Spirit comes to work in us, to root out 
evil, to plant good seeds, to furrow the ground of our heart so we can produce spiritual fruit, an 
abundant harvest for God.  
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What do you do when you know your garden, your soul is a mess?  When the weeds have 
taken over, the decisions you make breed worse decisions?  You must make a choice to let God 
be God.  To let the Master Gardener take over.  To root out the evil that needs to go and ask God 
to plant the seeds you so desperately need to live the life God created you to live.  Then you and 
I have to nurture that – this is what worship and small group meetings do.  We are nurtured by 
other souls, fed the Word of God, and are rained on by the beautiful Spirit of God. And where we 
need pruned and prepared – then we can produce beautiful, spiritual fruit.  Today you have a 
choice.   
 
Turn with me to Revelation 22:   Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright 
as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2through the middle of the street of 
the city. On either side of the river is the Tree of Life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its 
fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3Nothing accursed 
will be found there anymore. But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his 
servants will worship him; 4they will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5And 
there will be no more night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their 
light, and they will reign forever and ever. 
 
How many trees do you count in this garden?  Only one – the Tree of Life.  What does this 
mean? The time of choice has ended.  In the final garden called the Kingdom of God, there is no 
evil and no more of what we would call good.  And we have no more choices, for there is only 
God and Jesus and those who have already made a choice to follow Christ and who allow the 
Holy Spirit to produce spiritual fruit through them.  The Message?  Choose now.  Choose Jesus.  
Choose to live in His garden and let Him, the Master gardener do His best planting, pruning, and 
fertilizing on your soul.  Put yourself in the position to allow the Holy Spirit to begin to produce 
fruit in your life today.  Tomorrow may be too late but today you can begin a journey of the 
beauty of producing a great harvest with God.   God bless you as you do.  


