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Here are some ways you can let your members know about the Stephen Ministry Introductory 
Workshop. 

1. Publish an announcement about the workshop in your church bulletin (see samples on pages 2 
and 3) and make an announcement at your weekly worship services. 

2. Inform specific groups in your congregation about the workshop, possibly including: 

• Adult Sunday school classes 

• Sunday school teachers 

• Women’s and men’s groups 

• Bible study groups and other small groups in your congregation 

• Your deacons, elders, or session 

• Other church boards and committees 

• Hospital and shut-in visitation team 

• Young adult and college-age groups 

• Members of your senior adult ministry 

• Individuals you know who may be interested in training as Stephen Ministers (they’ll receive 
a sample of the training at the workshop) 

• Other church groups that might be interested 

3. Ask congregation members to pray regularly for the success of the workshop. 

4. Put up signs in your church or on your church grounds that give information about the 
workshop. Include the time, date, and exact location of the workshop. 

5. Include information about the workshop in your church newsletter. 

• Describe what the workshop is about. 

• Let members know what they will learn by attending the workshop. 

• Be sure to include the time, date, and location of the workshop. 

Encourage members to sign up with the contact person on your planning team in advance so that 
you’ll have enough workshop materials and refreshments for everyone. 

Ways to Invite Members of Your 
Congregation to the Workshop 



  

Sample Bulletin Announcement #1 
 
Want to learn to care for people who are grieving and reach out to others in a distinctively 

Christian way? On Saturday, March 17 Epworth UMC will host a Stephen Ministry Introductory 

Workshop from Saturdays 9:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. The half-day workshop is designed both to 

enhance participants’ caregiving skills and to help congregations explore ways to expand their 

caring ministry. Registration begins at Saturdays 8:00 A.M. and refreshments will be served. 
 

One reason we’re so excited about helping other congregations learn about Stephen Ministry is 

that it is making a significant difference in the life of our own congregation. Laypeople have 

gone through 50 hours of training in order to provide quality one-to-one Christian care to hurting 

people. If you think you might be interested in being a Stephen Minister, attending the workshop 

is a great way to learn more. 
 

Members of [your congregation’s name] are invited to attend the workshop free of charge. If 

you would like to attend, please contact Elaine at easheehan@buckeye-access.com. Don’t 

miss out on this wonderful opportunity for personal growth and to learn more about Stephen 

Ministry. 
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Sample Bulletin Announcement #2 
 

 
With so many needs for care all around us, there’s a real demand for trained Stephen Ministers 

to walk with hurting people. In fact, as more people learn about the value of Stephen Ministry, 

the demand is likely to keep growing. 

 

If you have thought about the possibility of becoming a Stephen Minister and would like to know 

more, mark March 17 on your calendar. That’s when Epworth UMC will host a Stephen 

Ministry Introductory Workshop. This workshop describes what Stephen Ministry is and offers a 

sample of Stephen Minister training—and members of [your congregation’s name] are 

welcome to attend at no cost. Feel free to share the information with friends in other 

congregations, as well as [your congregation’s name] members you know who might be good 

Stephen Ministers. 


