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Maumee Watershed District Lent 2018 ‘Faithful to the End’    

“What Easter Heals”   
 
Luke 24:1-10   But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the 
spices which they had prepared. And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they 
went in they did not find the body. While they were perplexed about this, behold, two men stood by 
them in dazzling apparel; and as they were frightened and bowed their faces to the ground, the men 
said to them, "Why do you seek the living among the dead? Remember how he told you, while he was 
still in Galilee, that the Son of man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, 
and on the third day rise." And they remembered his words, and returning from the tomb they told 
all this to the eleven and to all the rest. Now it was Mary Magdalene and Jo-anna and Mary the 
mother of James and the other women with them who told this to the apostles…              
 
 
Easter is the most significant day of the year celebrating the most significant event in all eternity - the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ; the day Jesus rose from the dead.  That changes everything.  It changes 
how you look at life; your family, your neighbor, how you respond to news around the world; news 
from your banker, your employer, your doctor.  It effects how you look at birthdays and funerals.   
 
The fact is most Americans believe the resurrection took place and Jesus was who He claimed to be. 
He claimed to be God.  He said, “I’m God who has come to earth in human form and I’m going to 
prove it by dying on the Cross and three days later, coming back to life…”   He did it in the big city 
of Jerusalem, which at that time had nearly 2 million people, so there were plenty of eyewitnesses.  
Every time you write the date on a letter or a check, you’re referencing Easter - 2018 years from 
what?   Jesus’ resurrection.  All the polls – Gallup, Roper, Harris – all say that as many as 90% of 
Americans believe Jesus was who He claimed to be, and the resurrection happened.  
 
You might have heard the story of the married couple on a tour in the Holy Land.  They were touring 
Jerusalem when the husband suddenly fell over dead.  The wife was devastated and didn’t know 
what to do.   So, she looked in the Jerusalem Yellow Pages and called a Jewish undertaker.   He 
came right over and she said, “What can you do to help me?”  He said, “I can send the body of your 
beloved husband back to America but that will cost about $5,000.  Or, I can give him a decent burial 
right here in the Holy city for $200.  Which do you prefer?”  She thought for a moment and said, “I 
want you to send him back home.”   He said, “Lady, why would you want to spend $5,000 when I 
can bury him here for $200?”   She thought for a moment and said, “I heard a rumor that years ago a 
man rose from the dead in this city and I’m not taking a chance on that happening again!” 
 
The resurrection is real, but I also see lot of healing that needs to take place.   We hear about 
senseless killings in schools and other places.  The struggle for nuclear power in Iran and North 
Korea.   About thousands starving to death in the Sudan.   This past year many loved ones have been 
lost to cancer and heart disease.  There are families being torn apart by greed and divorce.  We need 
healing, every one of us.   I want us to look at this Easter story to see the healing Easter brings.   
This story wakes us up to the ~ 
 
1.  Reality of DEATH.    Look at the characters in this Easter story.   Women come to finish burying 
Jesus.  These are the women closest to Him:  His mother Mary, and Mary Magdalene who Jesus 
delivered from demon possession and maybe others who had followed, cared for Him, believed in 
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Him and loved Him.   These women were the closest to the Cross just three days before.  
  
Crucifixion is the worst death imaginable.  Most men never made it to the Cross but died because of 
scourging’s - where they were beaten with whips that had pieces of stone, metal, and glass attached 
to the ends.  So, when the whip was raked on your body and pulled back it took flesh and muscle 
with it.   Crucifixion is where if you don’t necessarily die because the spikes in your hands and feet, 
you die of suffocation.    Hanging there your diaphragm sinks down and you’re too weak to push 
yourself up to breathe.   These women stood and watched it all.    
 
If you saw the movie ‘The Passion of the Christ’ you know how graphic and violent it was.  Most of 
the movie was just about the crucifixion, almost three hours of it.  People later asked director Mel 
Gibson why he made it so brutal, so violent.   He responded, ‘When I did my research of what the 
crucifixion was like, it was twice as bad as how I portrayed it.’   
 
When Jesus died the women couldn’t finish His burial because the sun was setting, and the Sabbath 
came, which meant no work.   So very early Sunday morning they had to go back and relive it all.  It 
was still dark when they went to the tomb.  You know how scary and depressing cemeteries are in 
the daytime.  Then they find the stone rolled away from the tomb.  The stone was what kept the grave 
robbers and wild animals away from the body.  They look inside, and Jesus is not there.  They are 
hurt, scared, devastated - they need healing. 
 
Jesus was very much in touch with His earthly mortality.  Many times, He told His disciples, ‘The 
Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and die and on the third 
day rise again.'   He loved life but did not treat it as a possession but a temporary gift to give away.  
He lived not for Himself but for others.   
  
What was true for Jesus is true for us.  There is no prosperity gospel.  Life on earth is short, the Bible 
says we are like grass or the flowers, here today and gone tomorrow.  A relationship with God does 
not exempt us from suffering, rejection or death.  Christ followers simply live the brief time we have 
on earth for the sake of Christ and others. 
 
Many of the early Christians worshiped in catacombs.   Catacombs were underground burial sites; 
every week when they gathered to worship they passed by bones, skulls and corpses. When people 
were baptized or when they celebrated Holy Communion, it was in the catacombs; reminding them 
of their own inevitable death and the promise of their new life in Jesus.   Some of the religious 
paintings from the middle ages show religious teachers with skulls on their desks.   Can you imagine 
keeping a skull on your workbench or desk today?   Every day it would remind you and others - I'm 
going to die. The Good News of the Easter story is about the ~ 
 
2.  Truth of the RESURRECTION.   As these women contemplate the reality of death they 
encounter these men, angels in shining clothes.  They are scared to death.  But the angels ask them a 
great question in verse 5, ‘Why do you seek the living among the dead?’   In other words, the angels 
know the women believe Jesus is dead.  They know they have no hope; their minds are on the grave. 
‘You’re here looking for the dead because you believe He’s dead.’   But the angels know Jesus is not 
dead, so they should not be looking for Him at the tomb.  They say, ‘He is not here, but is risen!  
Remember how He told you...’   
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Can you imagine how they must have felt?  Suddenly light bursts through the darkness.  Their eyes 
glisten not with tears but with anticipation.   Hope conquers hopelessness.   Joy floods their souls.  
Filled with energy and faith they run back to tell the others.  
 
Jesus appears to them; He is alive! A miracle has happened.  Not only in Him -  but in them.  These 
women and a few men filled with joy and a courageous spirit begin to spread the message of Jesus 
Christ and the world is forever changed.  There is an energy, a power, a force from God that came 
from that tomb 2000 years ago that penetrates our lives today.  The Bible says,” God’s great power is 
available to help us who believe in Him.  It is the same mighty power that raised Christ” (Ephesians 
1:19-20).     

 
Easter heals us in many ways.  I don’t know exactly how it happens, but I know it does because I 
have seen it and experienced it.  Sometimes we’re healed physically or emotionally.   Sometimes the 
power of Easter heals us through doctors, medicines, surgery.   There are those who think that is some 
form of human wisdom.  The Truth is there is no healing outside of God.  Healing is a gift from God 
that we receive through human hands.  I have gone to the hospital to be with people expecting the 
worst and heard the best news.  What they and the doctors feared most was no more.  No can explain 
what happened; but our faith says God did something and we praise Him! 
 
A little boy named Kent was dying of leukemia; his mother was so distraught.  She had tried 
everything and had almost given up hope.  Then she met a friend in the hospital elevator and told him 
the story and asked him to pray for her son.   When she stepped off the elevator he said, ‘Let’s pray 
now.’  Right in the hospital lobby he prayed that the Lord Jesus would heal Kent and strengthen his 
mother.   When she got back to his room the nurse was checking him. She was surprised his blood 
pressure was coming down.  Then his eyes opened, and he spoke, ‘Mommy’ for the first time in days. 
 Then he wanted a drink - then he ate.  Two days later he was running around the hospital and the next 
day he went home completely healed.   This still happens today, and God uses friends to remind us of 
the power of prayer.  
 
I know it doesn’t always happen that way.   I know some of you are really struggling right now.  You 
have lost the most significant person in your life.  You can’t control the disease in your body or of 
your loved one. Your child is in danger.   I want you to know I love you.   I want you to know God 
loves you.  The Bible says ...there is absolutely nothing that can separate us from God’s love in 
Christ Jesus (Romans 8:38).  The power of the resurrection invades death and gives life, hope and joy. 

 
One of my favorite books is, Ninety Minutes in Heaven.  It was on the top seller lists for a long time; 
it is the true story of Don Piper, who was killed in a terrible accident when his car was hit and run 
over by a semi tractor-trailer on a bridge.  Don died and went to heaven for ninety minutes.  The 
police declared him dead on the scene. A person passing by stopped because God told him to pray 
over Don’s dead body.  It sounded ridiculous, but the man was obedient.  When he crawled into the 
demolished car with Don’s body, laid hands on him and prayed - something happened.  A miracle 
happened.  Don came back to life.   
 
Later, Don described his ninety minutes in heaven like this: ‘A light enveloped me that had brilliance 
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beyond earthly comprehension or description.  Joy pulsated through me and I became aware of a large 
crowd of people.  They stood in front of a large ornate gate.  The people surged to welcome me.   I 
recognized many of those in the celestial welcoming committee.  I saw my grandfather - he called me 
by my nick name.  There was my child hood friend who died in a car accident.  I saw two teachers 
who taught me about Jesus.   There was my great grandmother who I remember being extremely bent 
over and wrinkled and had no teeth.  Now, her teeth sparkled, she stood up straight and the wrinkles 
were gone.’   
 
In heaven there are no more tears, no more hurt, no more death.   The Good News of Easter is death 
does not have the last say; resurrection is the ultimate healing.   The scripture says, ‘Death where is 
your victory, death where is your sting?  The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.  But 
thanks be to God who gives us the victory through Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 15:55-58).  Heaven is the 
home of God for all eternity.  God wants all His children there.  How do we get there?  Get ~ 
 
3. Real HEALTH INSURANCE.  Today there is the continual debate over Obamacare or private 
sector insurance.  The truth is health insurance is so expensive you can hardly afford to have it and 
you can’t afford not to have it.    But I say to you as important as that is - you can’t afford not to have 
the insurance the resurrection of Jesus Christ gives.  We will all die one day and the only way to live 
forever is in Christ.  When you have insurance, you don’t worry so much about the unknown because 
you know you’re taken care of.  
 
How do you get insurance?  You sign up, you file any pre-existing conditions, and you pay a big 
premium, get a policy and hope nothing happens that isn’t covered.   With Jesus’ insurance He 
doesn’t care about any pre-existing conditions.   He can handle anything and will forgive everything.  
There is no premium for you to pay because Jesus already paid it on the Cross for you.  And you don’t 
have to worry because you are 100% covered.   But you do have to sign up; you must believe in the 
One who insures you.  To be in the family insurance you must be part of His family.  God wants all of 
God’s children to be in His family and have the insurance of heaven.   
 
How do you become insured?  Look at this verse: ‘Whoever calls on the name of the Lord will be 
saved’ (Acts 2:21).   What does that mean?  It means call on God, tell Him your needs, the dilemma you 
are in.   Whoever does that, God shows up.  1 Peter 1:4 says, “Through the resurrection, God has 
reserved for His CHILDREN the priceless gift of eternal life that is kept in heaven for you.  And God 
will make sure that you get there safely to receive it because you’re trusting Him.”   
           
How do I become a child of God?  That’s probably the most important question you’ll ever ask. 
 The Bible says, “To all who believe Him and receive Him…   those are the two insurance conditions 
– believe and receive Him -  …. God gives the right to become children of God’ (John 1:12).   So, we 
don’t just believe like 90% of people, we also receive Him into our lives.  We start a relationship 
with Jesus.  We say, ‘Jesus come into my life, forgive my past, lead me into Your future.’  When you 
were physically born you were born into the family of the human race.  When you believe in Christ 
and receive Him into your life, you are spiritually re-born into God’s family and have the insurance of 
being in heaven with God for all eternity.  Today, you can’t afford not to have insurance.  So, before 
you go to bed tonight I encourage you to make sure you have Jesus’ insurance.   Easter heals so much 
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– death, sickness, sin, fear – everything.  Let Easter heal you. 
 
Pray with me ~   Lord Jesus, thank you for Easter; for reminding me of my mortality – I am not here 
forever.   Thank You for dying for me so I can have the assurance of life forever with You. I want to 
make sure of my destiny; I want to live in Your will and plan today and in Your eternal home called 
Heaven forever.   I want this Easter to be like the first - an Easter that changes the world - my world; 
where I am different than when I came.  So, Lord, please come into my life and forgive my past, 
create in me a new heart and give me a new passion to live for You.  I believe You are who You say 
You are and will do what You say you will do.  I call on You now.  I receive You into my life.  I ask 
you to be the Leader in my life.  Give me the assurance I am changed, and will You walk with me all 
the days of my life.  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
 


