
9/3/19

1

You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and all your soul, 

and with all your strength, 
and with all your mind; 

and your neighbor as yourself.
Luke 10:27

Kelly Latimore, 
Refugees: La Sagrada Familia.
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A young girl scampers across the cool terrazzo floor while 
families rest and relax at an overflow shelter for recent 
immigrants at the Basilica of Our Lady of San Juan del Valle. 

You shall also love the 
stranger, 

for you were strangers 
in the land of Egypt.

Deuteronomy 10:19
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Honduran migrants surrender to the U.S. Border 
Patrol after crossing a border wall into the United 
States. Ramon Espinosa/AP

I was hungry and you gave me 
food, I was thirsty and you gave 

me drink, I was a stranger 
and you welcomed me.

Matthew 25:35
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Members of the Rio Texas Conference United 
Methodist Women collect tote bags filled with 
hygiene items for Holding Institute in Laredo and 
Good Neighbor 
Settlement House 
in Brownsville as they
respond to the needs
of hundreds of
migrants arriving 
daily.

Truly I say to you, as you did 
it to one of the least of my 

brothers and sisters,
you did it to me.

Matthew 25:40
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Volunteer Luis Guerrero 
(on scooter) gives 
immigrants a lesson in 
how to navigate the U.S. 
bus system at the station 
in McAllen, Texas.                          
Guerrero is an ex-
firefighter who lost one of 
his legs in the line of duty. 
He comes to the bus 
station almost every day 
to help. 

A migrant family takes a Greyhound across America. 
(The New York Times)  

Monroe Street and Maumee United Methodist Churches 
weekly meet the Greyhound Bus and minister to asylum 
seekers passing through Toledo.
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A migrant family takes a Greyhound across America. 
The New York Times

The alien who resides with you shall 
be to you as the citizen among you; 

you shall love the alien as yourself, for 
you were aliens in the land of Egypt: 

I am the Lord your God.

Leviticus 19:34
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Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to 
show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that 

some have entertained angels without 
knowing it. Remember those who are in 

prison, as though you were in prison with 
them; those who are being tortured, as though 

you yourselves were being tortured.

Hebrews 13:1-3
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The Lord watches over the strangers; 
he upholds the orphan and the 

widow, but the way of the wicked 
he brings to ruin.

Psalm146:9
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A child traveling with a caravan of migrants from Central America 
sits at a camp near the San Ysidro checkpoint in Tijuana, Mexico 

May 1, 2018. REUTERS/Edgard Garrido

For if you truly amend your ways and your doings, if you 
truly act justly one with another, if you do not oppress the 
alien, the orphan, and the widow, or shed innocent blood 
in this place, and if you do not go after other gods to your 

own hurt, then I will dwell with you in this place, in the 
land that I gave of old to your ancestors forever and ever.

Jeremiah 7:5-7
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Oliver (right) and his 8-year-old son Anthony rest 
at an overflow shelter for recent immigrants at 
the Basilica of Our Lady of San Juan del Valle in 
McAllen, Texas. They fled their native Honduras 
in fear of gang violence and asked that their real 
names not be used. Umnews.org

I was eyes to the blind, and feet to the lame. I 
was a father to the needy, and I championed 
the cause of the stranger. I broke the fangs of 
the unrighteous, and made them drop their 

prey from their teeth.

Job 29:15-17
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Felipe Gomez Alonzo, 8 
Guatemala
Died in custody

Jakelin Caal Maquín, 7 
Guatemala,
Died in custody

Wilmer Josué Ramírez Vásquez, 2½ 
Guatemala
Died in custody

Juan de León Gutiérrez 16 
Guatemala
Died in custody

Carlos Gregorio
Hernandez Vásquez, 16 
Guatemala
Died in custody
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Surely, in the midst of this unfolding humanitarian crisis, it is time to lay 
aside partisan politics and seek solutions of love, justice and mercy, which 

best reflect our fundamental values as Christians and Americans. As we 
search for a common response, may we rise above fear and divisiveness, 

remembering the guidance of Holy Scripture: “God has not given us a spirit 
of fear, but of power, love and a sound mind.” (2 Timothy 1:7).

The Bishops of the five United Methodist Church Episcopal Areas in Texas, along with several retired Bishops 
have joined together to call for non-partisan solutions to the crisis on our Southern border.

Thus says the Lord of hosts: 
Render true judgments, show kindness and 
mercy to one another; do not oppress the 
widow, the orphan, the alien, or the poor; 

and do not devise evil in your hearts 
against one another.

Zechariah 7:9-10



9/3/19

13

El Valle and Coastal Bend District Superintendent, Rev. Dr. Robert 
Lopez, recently experienced a ride-along with border patrol agents.
In response to his time with the border 
patrol, Lopez felt a continued calling to walk 
with immigrants and the most vulnerable in 
our midst. He also developed a renewed 
awareness for the federal agents at the 
border, whom he saw administering law 
enforcement as well as providing 
humanitarian aid. In the midst of this 
complexity, Lopez believes the church has an 
important role to play in the discussion 
around immigration.

Truly I say to you, as you did 
it to one of the least of my 
brethren you did it to me.

Matthew 25:40
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“A Border Patrol agent came in our room with a two-year-old boy and asked 
us, ‘Who wants to take care of this little boy?’ Another girl said she would 
take care of him, but she lost interest after a few hours so I started taking 
care of him yesterday. His bracelet says he is two years old.

I feed the 2-year-old boy, change his diaper, and play with him. He is sick. He 
has a cough and a runny nose and scabs on his lips. He was coughing last 
night so I asked to take him to see the doctor and they told me that the 
doctor would come to our room, but the doctor never came. The little boy 
that I am taking care of never speaks. He likes for me to hold him as much as 
possible.

Since arriving here, I have never been outside and never taken a shower.”
15-year-old from El Salvador

Huffpost, 6/28/2019

Then Peter began to speak to them: “I 
truly understand that God shows no 
partiality, but in every nation anyone 
who fears him and does what is right 

is acceptable to him.

Acts 10:34
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Central American 
adults and children 
stand imprisoned 
in a pen erected by 
U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection 
in El Paso, Texas, 
on March 27, 2019.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

“We recognize, embrace, and affirm all persons, regardless of 
country of origin, as members of the family of God. We affirm 
the right of all persons to equal opportunities for employment, 
access to housing, health care, education, and freedom from 
social discrimination. We urge the Church and society to 
recognize the gifts, contributions, and struggles of those who 
are immigrants and to advocate for justice for all. We oppose 
immigration policies that separate family members from each 
other or that include detention of families with children, and we 
call on local churches to be in ministry with immigrant 
families.”

2016 Book of Discipline, Social Principles
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“The immigration agents separated me from my father right away. I 
was very frightened and scared. I cried. I have not seen my father 
again.

I have been at this facility for several days. I have not been told how 
long I have to stay here. I am frightened, scared, and sad.

I have had a cold and cough for several days. I have not seen a doctor 
and I have not been given any medicine. It is cold at night when we 
sleep. I have shoes but no socks.”

5-year-old, Honduras
Huffpost, 6/28/2019

Contribute to the needs of 
the saints; extend 

hospitality to strangers.
Romans 12:13
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Public Radio 
International

Owe no one anything, except 
to love one another; for the 
one who loves another has 

fulfilled the law.
Romans 13:8
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“We were put into a three sided cage with the fourth side open to the outside filled 
with loads of people. We had to wait for someone to stand up and quickly take their 
place on the ground.

My [8-month-old] baby was naked outside with no blanket for all four days we were 
there. We were freezing. My baby couldn’t sleep because the ground was cement with 
rocks and everytime she moved the sharp ground would scratch her. There were many 
pregnant women who had to sleep on rocks and I felt very badly for them.

My baby began vomiting and having diarrhea. I asked to see a doctor and they did not 
take us. I asked again the next day and the guard said ‘She doesn’t have the face of a 
sick baby. She doesn’t need to see a doctor.’

Since we arrived here my baby has lost a lot of weight. Her pants are very loose now. 
She is not sleeping because she is sick, and it is very loud. She cries a lot and is listless.”

16-year-old mother from Honduras
Huffpost, 6/28/2019

Love does no wrong to a 
neighbor, therefore love is 

the fulfilling of the law.
Romans 13:10
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United Methodists join a rally outside the U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
offices in Washington

Umnews.org

In that renewal there is no longer Greek and 
Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, 
barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; 

but Christ is all and in all.
Colossians 3:11
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‘Why did you leave me?’  pbs.org

And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
“See the home of God is among mortals. He will 

dwell with them as their God; they will be his 
peoples, and God himself will be with them.”

Revelation 21:3


