
Welcome to the Prayer Vigil for Immigrant Children  

 

We come here today in the spirit of our Lord Jesus Christ to reflect on the lives of 
the children who have been detained as their families search for a better life.  

We have come here to ask for the strength and courage of our Lord to act 
through us as we call for justice. 

Finally, we come here to ask for our Lord and Savior to bestow wisdom on our 
lawmakers so that they would not shy away from their moral duty and would 
show compassion to all those whom they serve in their bid to create a just, fair 
and humane immigration policy.  

Through the power of our faith and in the compassion of Jesus Christ we ask that 
all human life be respected and that our brothers and sisters be no longer afraid, 
but rather that they feel the love; warmth and welcome of our great nation. 

 

Please pray for immigrant children and families: 
• Who are in the midst of deciding to leave hunger and danger in their own 

countries . . .  
• Who are on the treacherous journey seeking safety and a better life . . .  
• Who are asking for asylum are denied entry, and are waiting in Mexico . . .  
• Who are separated as families from each other  . . . 
• Who are in detention . . .  
• Who are making the journey across the U.S. to family, friends and sponsors 

. . .  
• Who are in sanctuary . . . 
• Who are awaiting their hearings . . . .  

 
 
A Prayer for Suffering Children (from UMCOR, United Methodist Committee on 
Relief) 
God of All Children Everywhere, 
Our hearts are bruised when we see children suffering alone. 
Our hearts are torn when we are unable to help. 
Our hearts are broken when we have some complicity in the matter. 



For all the times we were too busy and shooed a curious child away, forgive us, oh 
God. 
For all the times we failed to get down on their level and look eye to eye with a 
child, forgive us, oh God. 
For all the times we did not share when we saw a hungry child somewhere in the 
world, forgive us, oh God. 
For all the times we thought about calling elected officials to demand change, but 
did not, forgive us, oh God. 
For all the times we thought that caring for the children of this world was 
someone else's responsibility, forgive us, oh God. 
With your grace, heal our hearts. 
With your grace, unite us in action. 
With your grace, repair our government. 
With your grace, help us to find a way to welcome all children everywhere, 
That they may know that Jesus loves them, 
Not just because "the Bible tells them so," 
But because they have known Your love in real and tangible ways. 
And may they know that nothing, absolutely nothing, can separate them from 
Your love.  Amen. 
 
 
Closing Prayer  
God of compassion, Almighty wisdom, grant us guidance to carry out your mission 
by being a voice for the voiceless, a champion for the victims of injustice, and a 
welcoming hand to those who are afraid. Grant us too, O Lord, the vision to see 
your love and presence in all our brothers and sisters as we seek to create a fair, 
just and welcoming community. We ask this, O Lord, through your Son, Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 
 

After you leave today, what can you do as an individual? 

• Study what the Bible says about Immigration 
• Continue to pray for all impacted and our leaders 
• Write or call your members of Congress to ask them to have moral courage 

and show leadership by supporting immigration reform. 



• Get your congregation involved.  You might choose to dedicate a worship 
service to suffering children everywhere or specifically for the children 
suffering along the border. 

• Donate to UMCOR's  Global Migration Advance Special to support ministry 
with migrants around the world: https://advance.umcmission.org/p-525-
global-migration.aspx. 

•  Learn More about UMCOR's work with Migrants: 
https://www.umcmission.org/umcor/learn/our-
work/migration?PagingModule=2036&Pg=1&retain=true 

• Go on-line and read many articles from the Texas Annual Conference 
Immigration site: https://www.txcumc.org/immigration  

• Go on-line and read articles from the Rio Texas Annual Conference, an 
Annual Conference right on the border:  
https://riotexas.org/immigrationresponse  

 

What does The United Methodist Church say about Immigration? 

• 2016 Book of Discipline, ¶ 162.H - "We oppose immigration policies that 
separate family members from each other or that include detention of 
families with children, and we call on local churches to be in ministry with 
immigrant families."  

• 2016 Book of Resolutions #3281 - Welcoming the Migrant to the US - We 
advocate for the "elimination of indefinite detention [and the] 
incarceration of children." 

• 2016 Book of Resolutions #6028 - Global Migration and the Quest for 
Justice 

• 2016 Book of Resolutions #3164 - Dream Act 

 

What can you do at a community level to change what is happening? 

Consider joining the efforts, as a church or individual, the following groups or 
organizations: 

Join the West Ohio Immigration Network by emailing Dee Stickley-Miner, Director 
of Connectional Ministries, dstickley@wocumc.org 
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Support La Conexion, a grassroots community-based organization fighting for the 
rights of Latinos and recent immigrants in NW Ohio. 
Contact: laconexionwc@gmail.com or 419.308.2328 

Your congregation can join the NW Ohio Network for Immigrant Rights, an 
emerging network of churches and organizations advocating for immigrant rights. 
Contact UMC member   567-249-6735 sarah.twitchell@hotmail.com
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