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Luke 1:26-38  In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee 
named Nazareth,  (27)  to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David; and the virgin's name was Mary.  (28)  And he came to her and said, "Hail, O favored 
one, the Lord is with you!"  (29)  But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and considered in 
her mind what sort of greeting this might be.  (30)  And the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, 
Mary, for you have found favor with God.  (31)  And behold, you will conceive in your womb and 
bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus.  (32)  He will be great, and will be called the Son 
of the Most High; and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, (33)  and he 
will reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there will be no end."  (34)  And 
Mary said to the angel, "How shall this be, since I have no husband?"  (35)  And the angel said 
to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow 
you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy, the Son of God.  (36)  And behold, your 
kinswoman Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month with 
her who was called barren.  (37) For with God nothing will be impossible."  (38)  And Mary 
said, "Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word." And the 
angel departed from her. 
 
 
We all survived Black Friday so now we can get on to Christmas!  I want us to think together 
about the ‘Journey to Bethlehem’ or better yet, ‘Our Journey to Bethlehem.’   I want us to 
talk about people and places, God events and human reactions.  I believe Christmas is about 
more than Bethlehem, Nazareth and shepherd’s fields.  I believe Christ can be born in us in 
Maumee and Monclova, Toledo and Holland, and all the farmers’ fields around here.   I believe 
the characters of the first Christmas are real and their stories are true.  But I also believe these 
characters represent us with all our problems and pains, our dilemmas and decisions, our burdens 
and blessings.  Just as God showed up 2000 years ago, God shows up today.   Just as Mary, 
Joseph and the unborn baby Jesus took a journey to Bethlehem, I believe we are on a journey 
too.  Sometimes our journey is difficult, filled with fear, clogged with questions, the road is hard, 
but journey’s end can be beautiful.  
 
Today, I want to try and talk about Mary of Nazareth.   Picture her on her journey:  Young, 
maybe 13 or 14, pregnant and unwed.  She is poor, vulnerable, and cold; from an unknown 
village.  It’s an 80mile journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem; riding that donkey she felt every 
pothole in the road.  Think of the questions she must have had – ‘Why me?  What do people 
think of me?  Will Joseph stick around after the baby?  I am too young to be a mother, who will 
support me?  Was that angel real or was I dreaming?  How do I know if what I am doing is 
right?’   Allow me to first try to talk about the place –  
 
1.  Nazareth.   Archeologists say Nazareth was an insignificant, little town; maybe as few as 140 
people, made up primarily of farmers and shepherds.  Josephus, the most famous Jewish 
historian of the 1st century, never mentions Nazareth.   Obviously. no one would think anything 
significant would ever happen there. You might remember the Apostle Philip wanting to 
introduce his friend Nathanael to Jesus of Nazareth and Nathanael’s response was, ‘Can anything 
good come out of Nazareth?’  We could think of some places around here where probably 
nothing significant would happen.   
 
We know Nazareth was built around a spring. Most towns grew up around a water supply.  
Drawing water was woman’s work, so Mary would have come there to draw water each  
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morning.  I wonder if the angel Gabriel met her at that town well early one morning to announce 
the news she would become pregnant and bear the Son of God.  I wonder about that because 
water is often used to depict the Spirit of God flowing in us.   
 
When Jesus grew up He said to another woman at a another well, "Every one who drinks of this 
water will thirst again, (14) but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never 
thirst; the water that I shall give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal 
life” (John 4:13-14). 
 
Jesus later made a mighty statement about Himself, "If any one thirst, let him come to me and 
drink.  (38) He who believes in me, as the scripture has said, 'Out of his heart shall flow rivers of 
living water.'"  (39) Now this he said about the Spirit, which those who believed in him were to 
receive; for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified (John 7:37-39). 
 
If we took a tour of the Holy Land and went to Nazareth we could see a huge church called the 
Church of the Annunciation.  Tradition says it was erected over the place where the angel 
Gabriel announced to Mary she would bear God’s son.  Could it be that God ordained this little 
town, built over a water spring, to be the place where the One who would unleash the Holy Spirit 
to flow into the hearts of all who would believe, would be conceived?  
 
The word Nazareth comes from Hebrew word netzer, which means branch.  How do you 
know if a tree is dead?  You see how supple or green a branch is.  If it is hard and brittle you 
assume it is dead, but supple or green it is alive. 
 
The Christmas story is birthed at a time when the people of Israel were really struggling; 
spiritually they were close to death and without hope.  They had turned away from God, they 
were oppressed by the Romans, poverty, illness, physical and spiritual death plagued them. 
Prophets had predicted the coming of the Messiah but I’m not sure many believed.  There had 
been no word from prophets or angels for 400 years.  Theologians call this the silent period.  It 
was dark, depressing and no word from God.     
 
1000 years before, the prophet Isaiah had spoken, A green Shoot will sprout from Jesse's stump, 
from his roots a budding Branch.  (2) The life-giving Spirit of God will hover over him, the Spirit 
that brings wisdom and understanding, The Spirit that gives direction and builds strength, the 
Spirit that instills knowledge and Fear-of-God (Isaiah 11:1-2). 
 
Jesse was King David’s father.  David was the greatest king to rule Israel bringing the greatest 
hope, peace, and prosperity. Jesus would come from David’s family tree.  Jesus would be this 
new supple, green branch on the old root of Israel.   Jesus was bringing new life, new hope to 
Israel.  And it was to happen in a young virgin from Netzer - Nazareth 
 
How foolish is this?  Po-dunk town, a cut down nation, unfaithful people.  So foolish!  But the 
Bible says, God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise, God chose what is weak in 
the world to shame the strong, (28) God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things 
that are not, to bring to nothing things that are… (1 Corinthians 1:17-28). 
 
God chooses Nazareth to show us that God uses the meek and humble people and lowly places 
for His greatest purposes.  People like us, towns like ours…    Let’s think about – 
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2. Mary.  I want us to see the how incredulous this is.  A young peasant girl, unmarried, a virgin, 
has an encounter with the lead angel of heaven who tells her she will become pregnant by the 
Spirit of God and she will become the mother of the Son of God.    Who could believe it?   But it 
is one of the most important cornerstones of our faith. It is like holding the most precious 
gemstone of the world in our hands.  
 
So maybe as Mary draws water one morning at the spring Gabriel appears to her.  He says, 
"Hail, O favored one, the Lord is with you!”  Favored means the one to be endued with special 
honor.  It means to make accepted.   We are not sure why God chooses Mary to be favored or 
why God accepts her above all others.   Obviously, she was a godly woman, she had faith, she 
has honored God with her life.  But she wondered why her out of all the other women.   
 
Have you ever wondered that?  Mary is not the only person picked for a special task in life.  I 
think Mary is a very special person and should be honored; but as I said - as true as the stories of 
these Christmas characters are, they also represent us.  Many of you have been favored by God 
and picked for a special task.   There have been times when God has asked you to do something 
and you want to say, ‘Why me?  I’m not equipped; I’m not the right person for this.  I’m afraid 
I’ll fail.’  But God favored Mary and God has favored you.   God sees something in you and 
trusts you.  So, He has picked you for a certain task - to be the mother or father of a certain child, 
to do a special work, to write a certain letter or say a certain thing, to be in a special place at a 
certain time.  Yet, we are scared; feel ill-equipped, and inferior.   The point is God equips whom 
He calls.  God wants us to realize it is not about us.  We need to be available, open, and willing 
but God does the impossible through the likes of us.   Gabriel tells Mary her older cousin 
Elizabeth, who is way past child bearing years, is already six months pregnant.   So, God has 
already done what her family has thought impossible.  Gabriel says, ‘With God nothing is 
impossible.’  A virgin will have a son. 
 
This is probably the most doubted part of the Christmas story in today’s culture.  Many are 
skeptical, ‘Come on, it just doesn’t happen that way.  We’ve been around the block a time or 
two.  We know how babies are made.’  But we need to understand the Virgin Birth is so 
important.   See, if Joseph is the father, Jesus is just another one of us; another Adam in the 
genealogy of life.   If there is another human father we don’t know about, Jesus is just another 
one of us but with more scandal.  But if the story is true, if the Holy Spirit is the father, then 
Jesus is God who is perfect and lives His life perfectly without sin, and becomes the perfect 
sacrificial offering for our sin and makes heaven possible for us.  So, if Jesus, son of Joseph, son 
of Adam, goes to the Cross and dies for you, it is no better than if I or another sinful and 
imperfect person goes to the Cross and dies for you.  But if Jesus, son of God, goes to the Cross 
and dies for you that is something!  The Bible says, For as by a man came death, by a man has 
come also the resurrection of the dead.  (22)  For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all 
be made alive (1 Corinthians 15:21-22). 
 
I mean, is it really so hard to believe the God who created the laws of biology and who designed 
our DNA, which is not like any other persons on earth, could not have bring about a virgin birth?  
With God all things are possible.  
 
Gabriel instructs Mary to name her son Jesus.  The Hebrew name would be Yeshua, which 
means God helps or God saves.  He will be God in the flesh to rule the world.  Gabriel then says 
Mary’s son, ‘… will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will  
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give to him the throne of his father David, (33)and he will reign over the house of Jacob for ever; 
and of his kingdom there will be no end.’     
 
King after king ruled Israel, president after president has ruled America; some with greater 
success than others.  But none have lasted forever, none have brought world peace, none have 
brought the Kingdom of God with all of its grace, love, provision, forgiveness, and promise of 
eternity.  But Jesus has.   
 
But one thing was needed.  A ‘yes’ from Mary; a young, vulnerable, God honoring virgin to say 
‘yes’ and submit to the God of the universe.  Mary, with all her favor, fears, questions, lack of 
experience, and wonderment says, "Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord; let it be to me 
according to your word." Mary humbled herself and became great; the mother of God.  Jesus 
says we become great not by doing great things on our own for our benefit, but when we humble 
ourselves and allow God to use us for His Kingdom. 
 
This is what Christmas is all about.  It is not so much about cards or candles, decorated trees or 
turkey dinners, presents on top of presents.  It is about our being available.  Our believing angels 
still show up.  Our willingness to step out of our comfort zone and take the journey that allows 
God to give birth to something new, different, and magnificent inside of us.   
 
I wonder if Gabriel showed up today at our kitchen sink, or in our car, at our work place, at our 
favorite watering hole and said God needed us; what would we do?  Would we be too fearful, or 
unbelieving, or too busy?  Or would we take the risk, would we begin the journey, and would we 
find the Christ being born in us again?    
 
 
 


