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Matthew 1:18-25 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary 
had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child of the 
Holy Spirit; (19) and her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, 
resolved to divorce her quietly.  (20)  But as he considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary your wife, 
for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit; (21) she will bear a son, and you shall 
call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins."  (22)  All this took place to fulfil 
what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: (23) "Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and his name shall be called Emmanu-el" (which means, God with us).  (24)  When Joseph woke 
from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took his wife, (25) but knew her 
not until she had borne a son; and he called his name Jesus. 
 
 
We are in a teaching series called, ‘Journey to Bethlehem’ or better yet, ‘Our Journey to 
Bethlehem.’   We are talking about people and places, God events and human reactions.  But I 
believe Christmas is about more than Bethlehem, Nazareth and shepherd’s fields.  I believe 
Christ can be born in us in Maumee and Monclova, Toledo and Holland, and all the farmers’ 
fields around here.   I believe the characters of the first Christmas are real and their stories are 
true.  But I also believe these characters represent us with all our problems and pains, our 
dilemmas and decisions, our burdens and blessings.  Just as God showed up 2000 years ago, He 
shows up today.   Just as Mary, Joseph and the unborn baby Jesus took a journey to Bethlehem, I 
believe we are on a journey too.  Sometimes our journey is difficult, filled with fear, clogged 
with questions, the road is hard, but journey’s end can be beautiful.  
 
Today I want to try and talk about Joseph of Bethlehem.  He plays a significant role in Jesus’ 
birth and we assume His growing up years.  Yet, we may be surprised to know Joseph only gets 
mentioned 6 times in the Scripture - the birth story, Joseph’s carrying the baby Jesus and Mary to 
Egypt to escape the wrath of King Herod, 3 times when Jesus is mocked for being the carpenter’s 
son or the son of Joseph, and once when Luke says Jesus’ parents took him to the Temple for his 
Bar Mitzvah, or time of becoming an adult Jew and his responsibility to keep the 
Commandments.  We assume parents means Mary and Joseph.  So, we are told relatively little in 
the Scripture about Joseph.  We assume Joseph was an older man when he married Mary, and 
died early in Jesus’ teenage years.   
 
Joseph’s account is found in the Gospel of Matthew where the story is set in Bethlehem; Mary’s 
account is in Luke’s Gospel and is set in Nazareth.   Nazareth is some 80 miles from Bethlehem 
and so their engagement was a long distance one and the Journey for Jesus’ birth an extremely 
long one for Mary walking or riding that donkey.  Let’s talk about -   
 
1.  Bethlehem   O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie, Above thy deep and 
dreamless sleep The silent stars go by Yet in thy dark streets shineth The everlasting Light 
The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee tonight. 
 
This little town we sing about has a lot of history associated with it.  It was the hometown of a 
widow named Ruth.  She is remembered for her incredible faithfulness to her mother-in-law 
Naomi.  After Naomi’s husband dies her two sons died as well.   Ruth is married to one of these 
sons.   Naomi encourages Ruth to go make a life for herself; find a new husband, create a family  
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and a future.  But Ruth refuses and insists on going with Naomi to her hometown of Bethlehem.  
You might remember the famous line of faithfulness from Ruth, ‘…where you go I will go, and 
where you lodge I will lodge; your people shall be my people, and your God my God…’   
 
So, Ruth follows Naomi back to Bethlehem where she meets Boaz who is a relative of her late 
husband.  They marry and have a son named Obed.  Obed becomes the father of Jesse.  Jesse is 
the father of King David who is from Bethlehem.    
 
The prophet Micah predicts, But you, Bethlehem, David's country, the runt of the litter-- From 
you will come the leader who will shepherd-rule Israel. He'll be no upstart, no pretender. His 
family tree is ancient and distinguished… (4) He will stand tall in his shepherd-rule by God's 
strength, centered in the majesty of God-Revealed. And the people will have a good and safe 
home, for the whole world will hold him in respect-- Peacemaker of the world! (Micah 5:2-4)   
 
So, this little town is destined for greatness.  It is to Bethlehem that Mary and Joseph journey for 
Caesar’s census and fulfill the prophecy of Micah and give birth to the predicted Messiah, Jesus.  
 
The Hebrew translation of Bethlehem is ‘House of Bread.’  Could it be that God orchestrated this 
little town where we mark Ruth’s faithfulness and David’s honor and power, to be the birthplace 
of the Prince of Peace and the Bread of Life?  
 
2. Joseph of Bethlehem   The Bible says Joseph and Mary were betrothed or engaged.   When a 
man found the woman he wanted to marry, his father would negotiate the dowry price with her 
father.  When the price was set and paid, they all shared a cup of wine signifying their agreement 
to marry.  In fact, in this moment they were legally married.   But they did not go home together 
or have a physical relationship.   A big celebration was planned later for the families and often 
the whole town.   Jesus was invited to one of these wedding ceremonies in another little town 
called Cana of Galilee (John 2).  You might remember the wine ran out at this party, but Jesus 
saved the families a lot of embarrassment by turning water into wine, His first miracle.  He was 
also teaching them an important spiritual lesson about conditional love of humans symbolized in 
the water and the unconditional love of God shown in the wine. 
 
No one knew for sure when this party would start – that was up to the bridegroom who, as 
custom was, often stealth about when and how to get the party started.  But it was always with a 
grand and glorious surprise entrance.   Jesus compared this tradition to His second coming when 
He could come to conquer the world.  Jesus illustrated this with one of His greatest parables 
about 10 virgin bridesmaids who are waiting with their oil lamps.  They are burning brightly 
waiting for the bridegroom’s glorious entrance.   But some did not have not enough oil and when 
it ran out and they left to replace it, the bridegroom came and they missed him (Matthew 25). 
Jesus’ admonition was for us to always be ready for His second coming.  We dare not miss Him.   
 
So, Joseph are Mary are betrothed.  Like an excited couple they are dreaming of their reception 
and the time when they would set up housekeeping.  But the angel Gabriel appears to Mary and 
says she is pregnant by the Holy Spirit.  Of course, this is unbelievable to Joseph who knows he 
is not the father.   So, he decides to divorce her quietly (Matt. 1:18-19).   Remember they are legally 
married; just have not been together physically so divorce is the legal means to end the marriage.  
Then in a dream an angel of the Lord appeared to him saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not fear  



3 | P a g e  O u r  J o u r n e y  t o  C h r i s t m a s  -    
“Walking with Joseph of Bethlehem”   2 
 

 
 

 
 
to take Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit; (21) she will bear 
a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins." 
 
I wonder what is going on in Joseph’s mind.  He loves her, but this Holy Spirit conception is 
inconceivable to him.  How could she be so unfaithful to him?  Doesn’t she remember they are 
legally married and the Law says a woman will be stoned to death for being unfaithful to her 
husband?  So, all this disappointment, humiliation, anger, fear, and confusion must be rolling 
around in his brain at a 1000 mph.   
 
But somehow the Spirit of God brings order to all of this.  One of the great benefits of us having 
the Holy Spirit is His taking the chaos of our lives and bringing order to it.  So Joseph begins to 
think what else this could mean.   The angels says, (22) All this took place to fulfil what the Lord 
had spoken by the prophet: (23) "Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and his name 
shall be called Emmanu-el" (which means, God with us).   
 
This prophecy happens back in the days of Isaiah, about 700 BC.  Israel is under siege; two 
nations have joined together to attack Jerusalem.  No one knows what to do.  King Ahaz, who is 
this unfaithful, impotent, wimpy King is terrified.    God sends Isaiah to him and tells him to ask 
God for a sign.  See God wants to help Israel even though their leaders are faithless. Ahaz won’t 
ask for as sign so God gives him a sign, a sign of hope.   He says, (23)"Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son, and his name shall be called Emmanu-el" (which means, God with us).   
 
Some scholars say this may have two meanings.  One could be the birth of a future King in Israel 
who would lead with faith and integrity.  Some think it may be Hezekiah who was a good and 
just king for 25 years or one of Isaiah’s sons. We are not sure of that.  But what every scholar 
believes is that God is creating a way for Israel’s redemption and hope.  God is sending His own 
Son to be the King of Heaven; a virgin will conceive and bear a son and His name will be 
Emmanuel – God with us.  Jesus Emmanuel – God is with us for salvation. 
 
(24)  When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took his 
wife, (25) but knew her not until she had borne a son; and he called his name Jesus.  Joseph 
begins this long journey with Mary and her pregnancy and on to Bethlehem.   
 
I think about the courage and faith of Joseph.  He doesn’t get much press in the Bible but neither 
will we.  But we can see his courage and faithfulness.  We can imagine his friends telling him he 
is foolish; there’s a better decision he can make for himself. There were certainly questions about 
his intelligence and manhood.  Why would you believe her, Joseph?  But Joseph chose to believe 
not only Mary but the angel in his dream.  He had faith; but it cost him.   
 
I was listening to a Biblical scholar the other day whom I had 20 some years ago in seminary.  
He was teaching on the Christmas story and got to the part when Mary and Joseph arrived in 
Bethlehem but there was no room for them in the inn.   I always assumed it was because of the 
census, everybody was going home to register so Caesar didn’t arrest them for tax evasion.  But 
my professor said, ‘But wasn’t Bethlehem Joseph’s home town?  His home town, but he can’t a 
room to have a baby?   Where were his parents, brothers, nephews, relatives?  Why did they not 
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have a room for him?  We would certainly make room for a relative traveling all that way, 
especially in that condition.  But not for Joseph.  Could it be the virus of the scorn of Joseph had  
even reached his own town and own family?   No room for him. Wow!   But Joseph teaches us 
the courage of doing what is right, of doing what God wants us to do. But we must be 
courageous.  
 
Joseph’s righteousness did not come from his seeking to obey the law.  If he did he would have 
had Mary stoned.  So, it was not his obedience or pursuit of justice that defined Joseph’s 
righteousness. Instead, it was Joseph’s compassion and mercy that led him to do the right thing.      
What is it that allows us to do the right things at the right times, even if costs us big time? 
 
In the movie, “Courageous,” a young man named David gets his girlfriend pregnant and then 
leaves her and their child; he takes no responsibility.  But as he meets other men who have good 
families, he learns about being a father; but his guilt grows over his actions.  After a while he is 
convicted of his guilt and David writes a letter to the birthmother. He tells her he was so wrong 
before in what he did and how he handled things.  He asks for her forgiveness and promises to 
begin supporting her and the baby.  Then he asks to meet.  He wants to know and love his child.  
In a hard moment she consents, and they begin a journey to renew their love and do the right 
thing for each other – and the right thing God wants them to do.  So hard, so courageous, but so 
beautiful. 
 
We can learn from this.  At the very moment when Joseph felt his lowest, God was at work in 
Mary’s womb, doing the greatest thing God had done since the creation of the human race. God 
was orchestrating the birth of a Savior, our Savior.  When we are in our lowest times, God is at 
work in us, building our courage and orchestrating our salvation.   
 
 (24)  When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took his 
wife, (25) but knew her not until she had borne a son; and he called his name Jesus.  As we 
wrestle with our dreams may we do as the Lord calls us to.  Jesus, Emmanuel, God is with us.  
 
 
 
 
 
 


