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Luke 2:1-7  In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 
enrolled.  (2) This was the first enrollment, when Quirini-us was governor of Syria.  (3)  And all 
went to be enrolled, each to his own city.  (4)  And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the 
city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the 
house and lineage of David, (5) to be enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child.  (6)  
And while they were there, the time came for her to be delivered.  (7)  And she gave birth to her 
first-born son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths, and laid him in a manger, because there 
was no place for them in the inn. 
 
 
We are in this teaching series for Christmas called, ‘Our Journey to Bethlehem.’  We have been 
talking about people and places, God events and human responses to them. But I believe 
Christmas is about more than Bethlehem, Nazareth and shepherd’s fields.  I believe Christ can be 
born in us in Maumee and Monclova, Toledo and Holland, and all the farmers’ fields around 
here.   I believe the characters of the first Christmas are real and their stories are true.  But I also 
believe these characters represent us with all our problems and pains, our dilemmas and 
decisions, our burdens and blessings.  Just as God showed up 2000 years ago, He shows up 
today.   Just as Mary, Joseph and the unborn baby Jesus took a journey to Bethlehem, I believe 
we are on a journey too.  Sometimes our journey is difficult, filled with fear, clogged with 
questions, the road is hard, but journey’s end can be beautiful.  
  
So maybe your journey has been hard this year.  Maybe you are not where you want to be, or 
with whom you want to be, or doing what you want to be doing.  If you need a smile watch 
National Lampoon’s movie “Christmas Vacation.”  
 
Now with everything in perspective, let’s talk about Mary and Joseph.  Their journey is from 
Nazareth to Bethlehem.  It’s a hard journey for several reasons: 
 
1. The Census   In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should 
be enrolled.  (2)  This was the first enrollment, when Quirini-us was governor of Syria.  (3)  And 
all went to be enrolled, each to his own city. 
 
During this time the Emperor, Caesar Augustus ruled the world.  No land was greater than 
Rome, no army stronger, no government more influential.  Caesar had recently declared a 
census, or registration would happen so more taxes could be paid to Rome.  Quirinius, the new 
governor was going to make sure that happened for Caesar in his state.  What a nice Christmas 
gift for Caesar from Quirinius.  Everyone had to go to their home town to register and pay their 
tax.  Nobody liked the idea, nobody liked Caesar or Quirinius.   
 
And how rude, how inconvenient; especially for Mary who is 9 months pregnant.  She and 
Joseph must make this long trip to Joseph’s hometown of Bethlehem – the town King David was 
from.  We believe she rides a donkey; its cold in the Holy Land this time of year, the ground is 
rocky and unlevel.  It is a terrible trip for her, for them; she and the baby feel every pothole. 
Because everyone else is going home to pay the tax the inns in Bethlehem are overflowing – 
there is no place for Mary and Joseph and the baby.  What a terrible time for them; but what a 
great time for Caesar, all that revenue, and all he had to do was decree it!    
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700 years before God spoke through a minor prophet named Micah.  He said, But you, O 
Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for 
me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient of days (Micah 5:4).  
Mary and Joseph set out for Bethlehem to be registered.   
 
I wonder if we can see this:  In those days the most important thing was a newly elected 
governor, a census, a new tax law, more money for Caesar’s treasury so they could control more 
of the world!  I doubt Caesar had even heard of Bethlehem or Micah for that matter.  He believed 
the important things were expanding his empire, taxing his people, his decrees.  But in reality, he 
was simply running the errands of a minor prophet, who 700 years before, declared the Savior of 
the world would be born in a little town called Bethlehem.   
 
We have hardships too.  Many are strapped financially.  Some have divorced or on the verge. We 
know so many who struggle against cancer.  We have lost loved ones. We are anxious about the 
effects of aging.  Kids and grandkids have gone astray.   I don’t think there is a hardly a night 
that goes by when there is not a shooting in Toledo.   Last week our neighbor’s home was broken 
into and the robbers were there when they returned home!  Life is hard – but God is still in 
control.   God has spoken – I will never leave or forsake you (Hebrews 13:5).   Where two or three 
are gathered I am there in the midst of them (Matthew 18:20).  Nothing can separate us from the 
love of Christ  (Romans 8:35).           
 
2.  The Route.   Historians differ on which route Joseph and Mary would have taken.  Some 
believe they would have taken a route that was more time consuming but would have kept them 
in safer territory, around fellow Jewish people who may have helped them in time of need.   
 
The other route is shorter and more direct, yet most Jews would not take it.  Why?  It went right 
through Samaria. The Jews and Samaritans had been enemies for centuries.  Most Jews preferred 
to walk around Samaria rather than through it and meet a Samaritan.   
 
30 years later, Jesus took His disciples right through Samaria and sat down at ancient water well.   
Here He encountered a woman scorned by others in her town, confused about who God was and 
where and how to worship – this woman had five husbands and was now living with the 
potential Mr. 6.  Nobody liked her, respected or cared about her.   She came to that well to get 
water, but Jesus knew what she really needed was a relationship with someone who could offer 
her forgiveness, purpose and unconditional love.  Jesus offered her Living Water – His Holy 
Spirit springing up inside of her to sustain her wherever she went for the rest of her life journey.   
She was so convinced of His love she left her water bucket and went and told the others in the 
town.  She became the first missionary back to the Samaritan people in 700 years.  
 
Jesus healed 10 lepers from their disease, one of them, a Samaritan returned to give Him thanks. 
Jesus noted that it was a Samaritan who helped the man beaten and left for dead by the side of 
the road by binding up his wounds, pouring on medicine, and taking him to the local motel and 
paying for his care.   I think Jesus had a heart for Samaritans and wanted to bring them 
forgiveness, reconciliation and love.    
 
Could it be that even before He was born, Jesus was planting seeds to show us what He would be 
like?  Jesus never took the long way, but always traveled the straight and direct way to the 
outcasts and unwanted to bring forgiveness, reconciliation and love.   I wonder if 30 years later, 
when Jesus entered Samaria He said, ‘I’ve been here before, this is déjà-vu.  I know this place, I  



3 | P a g e  O u r  J o u r n e y  t o  C h r i s t m a s -   
“From Nazareth to Bethlehem”   4 

 
know these people, I love these people.’  Maybe, somehow, He had planted a spiritual seed in 
that land, where they would now need Him, and blossom into a beautiful nation again.   
 
Jesus journeys our road.  Nothing is new or a surprise to Him.  He has been here before, long 
before us.  But He has known us forever.  So, He is ready to fulfill our every need, answer our 
every prayer, and forgive our every failure.  
 
3.  The Arrival   Finally, they arrive in Bethlehem – whew!  What a journey; 80 miles, 9 or 10 
days!  Mary says, ‘Joseph, find us a place, I need to put my feet up, wash up, get some rest 
before this baby comes.’  But what happens?  The town is full; no room in the inn.    
 
We think Caesar’s census brought many people home to Bethlehem.  But at the same time 
Joseph may have been outcast for his choosing to stay with Mary and her questionable 
pregnancy.  Regardless, there was no room for them in the inn.     
 
The Greek word for Inn is kataluma; it appears only two times in the entire New Testament.  
Once is here in the Christmas story and the other is when Jesus instructs His disciples to go to a 
room in Jerusalem to make ready the Passover meal where He would celebrate His Last Supper 
with them.   
 
The kataluma, or Inn, sandwiches what kind of life Jesus will have.  There is no room for Him in 
the inn so His first day of life is in a barn; He is born in a manger, a feeding trough for animals.   
Foxes have holes, birds have nests – but the Son of man has nowhere to lay his head (Luke 9:58).  
The last day of His life He eats the Passover in another kataluma, or inn. This room leads to His 
death.  His birth and death sandwiches His life and our eternal life.   We now have a kataluma.   
Jesus said, ‘In my Father’s house are many rooms, I am going to prepare one just for you.   So 
where I am, you too shall be’ (John 14:2).   
 
Maybe we can see this is not a journey Mary wanted to take. It was not the way she imagined 
giving birth to her child it.   But nor would this be the last of Mary’s unwanted journeys.  A short 
time after Jesus’ birth, King Herod would try to kill the child, and she and Joseph would take the 
infant Jesus and flee to Egypt as refugees. Thirty-three years later, there would be another 
journey she would take with her son, this time down the Via Dolorosa as she followed him to the 
Cross at Calvary. 
 
We all take unwanted journeys in life. In the midst of Mary’s despair and disappointment I’m 
sure she certainly couldn’t see that we would be hearing her story 2000 years later; reflecting 
upon its meaning for our lives.  As we look back on our lives we realize that somehow God has 
mysteriously worked through loss, heartache, and our disappointing journeys in ways we 
certainly didn’t realize at the time.  The bible says in Romans 8:28, ‘And we know that all things 
work together for the good of those who love God and are called according to his purpose.’  
 
Friends, this is Christ, this is Christmas!  He journeys with us, every step, every breath.  His 
Holy Spirit is with us wherever we go. Merry Christmas friends, He loves you.   I love you.  
Amen. 


